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other with gracious amenities, and the French actress
attempted to persuade Mansfield that a triumph awaited
him in Paris, She offered him the courtesy of her theatre
with its resources if he would come. Shortly afterward
an invitation was extended to him to play a London season
of his long repertoire during 1907-1908. Had he accepted
this proposition he would undoubtedly have made it a
part of his plan to cross the Channel and appear at the
Theatre Sarah Bernhardt.

On one occasion, later this winter, he even indulged in
political prophecy.    While he was in Detroit the Chamber
of Commerce entertained the Secretary of War, William
H. Taft.   Up to this time Mr. Taft had been spoken of for
the Supreme Bench, but not for the Presidency.   A place
was held for Mansfield next the guest of honour.    He was
playing " Don Carlos" that night and was somewhat late
in reaching the banquet room.    Congressman Bede was
speaking as he entered, but graciously discontinued while
the assembly cheered  the  actor, nor would  he resume
until Mansfield had responded to the calls for a speech.
He was nervous and hesitating, as always when caught
off his guard, but after a moment he regained his self-
possession and concluded with the hope that Mr. Taft
would soon be in the White House,    The sentiment was
taken up and applauded with an energy that was signifi-
cant.

If the recaption of "The Misanthrope" in San Fran-
cisco was a surprise, so, too, was its reception in Boston.
Elsewhere he did not allow himself to hope for popularity
for either Moilere's comedy or the character of Alceste
except from the discerning few. Boston was really in
his heart when he prepared the little classic for the stage.
Continually he repeated "Wait till we play 'The Misan- each dined theon my back all day with atance or of dis- made a much greater impression upon you than If the character he is creating will often be misunderstood, stage lies in the creation of a
